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Welcome to this week's Cactus District Weekly Update!

Cactus District Website

Glendale's Elsie McCarthy Sensory Garden to be Re-
Dedicated. 
The city of Glendale will hold a re-dedication event for the 
Elsie McCarthy Sensory Garden on Saturday, November 
14 at 9 a.m., following a series of improvement projects that 
have brought new life to the garden. 

Over the past six months, the Commission on Persons with 
Disabilities has advocated to "spruce up" Elsie McCarthy Park, located at 7637 N. 
55th Avenue. The installation of a new art project, new trees, new signage for the 
visually impaired, lighting and other amenities will be celebrated and the commission 
invites the public to attend and see the new amenities and changes. 

One major component to the enhancements at the park is the art project. The city's 
Arts Commission, through its FY 2014/15 Arts Projects Plan, created a summer 
project opportunity open to Arizona-based artists and non-profit arts organizations or 
schools. The call for proposals asked for project ideas that would engage Glendale 
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teens in interactive visual arts activities during the summer. The commission selected 
the "The Fountain of Youth" project by Kristine Kollasch. 

The project proposed to artistically revitalize the "Contemplation Garden" at the park, 
a round walled area with a fountain that no longer functioned. The project turned the 
dry fountain into a fountain-like planter with mosaic tiles created by the participating 
teens, and painting a mural on the interior round wall of the area. In collaboration with 
Free Arts For Abused Children of Arizona, the artist conducted 18, two-hour 
workshops this past summer, involving teens ages 13-17 from two group homes. As 
part of the design process, the artist engaged the teens in discussions about the 
potential of youth and the dreams for the future. Over the course of the workshops, 
the teens designed and created more than 1,000 unique mosaic tiles as they worked 
with the artist to design the planter and the concept for the mural wall. 
The additional improvements to the park and garden included new signage that offers 
a unique interpretive experience along the accessible pathway, both in print and 
braille; pathway enhancements such as concrete curbing and additional decomposed 
granite for a more compact surface area; new park benches and trash receptacles, 
plus refurbishment of existing benches; enhanced landscape covering to improve 
overall appearance, with new roses planted and mulch added; and finally, added 
trees with color and fragrance. 

The Elsie McCarthy Sensory Garden was created in 2001; its namesake was a long-
time Valley resident and an avid gardener. She continued her gardening throughout 
her life even after she lost her eyesight. Through a bequest in McCarthy's will, she 
donated the money for "the purpose of establishing, purchasing, improving, 
expanding or maintaining a scented and tactile garden for the visually handicapped." 
Her only requirement was that the garden be dedicated to her father, Robert Henry 
Bourdon. The main entry to the sensory garden contains a tactile map, giving the 
visually impaired a way to feel the individual areas of the garden and understand its 
layout. 

The garden is located at 7637 N. 55th Ave. For additional information on the garden, 
visit www.glendaleaz.com/parksandrecreation/, or call 623-930-2820. 

Glendale Project Wins WESTMARC's Best of the West 
Award. 
Glendale's Aspera at Joy, located at 75th Ave and Loop 
101, was the recipient of WESTMARC's Economic Engine 
Award at the 23rd Annual Best of the West Awards Dinner 
on November 5. 

Cardon Development Group is developing the project which 
includes Banner Health, Kneaders Bakery and Cafe, 
Mountainside Fitness, apartments by P.B. Bell and the 
Treasure House, among others. At completion, the 80 acre 
Aspera at Joy, the last large parcel to be developed in north 
Glendale, will employ more than 1,700 people. 

Mayor Weiers and Don Cardon were on hand to accept the award on behalf of the 
city and Cardon Development Group. Mayor Jerry Weiers said, "We were very 
pleased to have Don Cardon and Cardon Development Group come to Glendale and 
develop this highly visible parcel. Cardon Development Group enjoys an excellent 
reputation for high quality projects and Aspera is another example of that quality." 

Cactus District 

Elsie McCarthy Sensory 
Garden
7637 N. 55th Ave.
Located south of Northern 
Avenue on 55th Avenue

The Elsie McCarthy 
Sensory Garden was 
developed to stimulate 
the senses of sight, 
sound, smell and touch. 
Through the use of 
specific plants and trees 
for texture and scent, 
water features for sound, 
touch and sight and 
evening lighting for 
dramatic visuals, this 
garden is one of 
Glendale's proudest 
locations. 

Watch a video on the 
park here
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"We are glad we selected Glendale for this project. Mayor Weiers, Economic 
Development Director Brian Friedman and the rest of the Glendale team were great to 
work with and we appreciate their assistance in helping us through the process. 
Glendale is an excellent place to do business," stated Don Cardon. 

WESTMARC's Best of the West awards is the West Valley's premier award 
ceremony, celebrating noteworthy contributions from West Valley businesses and 
leaders for more than 20 years. The group recognizes contributions in three 
categories: Economic Engine, Quality of Life Enhancement and Excellence in 
Innovation. The Economic Engine award is designed to recognize individuals and 
organizations that have created a significant economic impact to the WESTMARC 
region. 

For more information about Glendale's Economic Development Department, visit 
www.glendaleaz.com/economicdevelopment/. For additional information about 
WESTMARC and the Best of the West Awards, visit www.westmarc.org/.

Not In My Drain
Pouring Fats, Oils and/or Grease (FOG) 
down your kitchen drain can cause 
sewer clogs that block the flow of 
wastewater from your home to the City's 
wastewater treatment plant. You can 
help prevent sewer blockages by: 

• Pouring used grease into a 
disposable container, sealing the 
lid, and disposing in the trash can. 

• Scraping food from dishes and 
cookware into the trash can prior 
to washing.

Wipes Clog Pipes
Toilet paper is the only "paper" that 
should be flushed down the toilet as it 
will dissolve. Wipes will not dissolve 
quickly or at all, and could potentially 
cause sewer overflows into residential 
homes or city streets. Place the following 
items in the trash, not the toilet:

• Baby wipes/diapers
• Disinfecting/cleaning wipes
• Paper towels/napkins

Rose Lane Park
51st Avenue and Marlette 
Avenue

Open: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

This community park is 
19 acres and features an 
aquatics center, open in 
the summer, and the 
Rose Lane Recreation 
Center.
The community center 
features after-school 
activities for children. 

Rose Lane Park 
includes:
Lighted ball field 
Lighted basketball court 
Two lighted volleyball 
courts 
Four lighted racquetball 
courts 
Playground 
Picnic tables 
Grills 
Restrooms 
Reservable ramadas
Aquatic center
Recreation center

Rose Lane Recreation 
Center
5003 W. Marlette Ave.
623-930-7945

Heart for the City Hours: 
Monday - Friday, 2-7 p.m.
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• Putting strainers in sink drains to 
catch food scraps and disposing in 
the trash can.

• Watching the FOG prevention 
video at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2yB9x-vONBM 

November 2015 Event and Activity 
The following featured events are offered from Glendale's Parks and Recreation and 
Library divisions in November. The programs are free unless otherwise stated. To see 
many more events and activities, visit www.glendaleaz.com/ParksandRecreation and 
www.glendaleaz.com/library. 

Language Learning Conversation Groups 
Conversational English 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays, November 18, & 25 at the Velma Teague Branch 
Library, 7010 N. 58th Ave. 

Need to practice your English language skills? Join us for weekly informal 
conversational circles for non-native English speakers. For more information, call 623-
930-3440. 

Authors @ the Teague 
At the Velma Teague Branch Library, 7010 N. 58th Ave. 
For more information, call 623-930-3440. 

Poisoned Pen Press Authors 
6:30 p.m., Thursday, November 19 
Come meet Donis Casey, Eileen Brady, and maybe more! Books will be available for 
purchase and signing. 

Getting Crafty with Miss Janet 
4 to 5 p.m., Thursday, November 19, at the Velma Teague Branch Library, 7010 N. 
58th Ave.

Come and join in the fun! Create a cool craft to keep or give as a gift! Crafters 
younger than 6 years old will need an adult helper. This month: cornucopia woven 
placemats. For more information, call 623-930-3437. 

Phoenix Artists Guild Exhibit and Sale at Westgate 
Deck the halls with local art!  Don't miss this opportunity to browse and buy a one-of-
a-kind gift during the Phoenix Artists Guild Fine Art Exhibition and Sale at Gallery 
Glendale at Westgate, 9380 W. Westgate Blvd., Suite D-102. Special gallery hours 
will be 3 to 9 p.m., through Sunday, December 27, with the exception of closures on 

The Rose Lane 
Recreation Center 
features after-school 
activities for children, 
including open recreation; 
soccer; water fun; arts 
and crafts; reading time; 
and weekly movies with 
popcorn. 
Information

Rose Lane Aquatics 
Center
5003 W. Marlette Ave. * 
623-930-7905
(east of 51st Ave., north 
of Bethany Home Rd.) 

This seasonal facility is 
only open to the public 
during the summer. 

Activities include full 
facility aquatic rentals, 
seasonal private swim 
lessons, group swim 
lessons, and summer 
public recreation 
swimming. This facility 
includes a large, zero 
depth entry leisure pool 
with spray features, a 
splash pad, a giant slide, 
a kiddie slide, and a big 
pool with a diving well 
and a diving board. Rose 
Lane has outdoor "day 
use" lockers. Please bring 
your own lock or you may 
purchase one at the Rose 
Lane Cashier's Office. 
This facility is only staffed 
when the pools are open 
for aquatic programming.
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Mondays. The gallery will also be closed for the holidays on November 26 and 
December 24-25. Enjoy affordable, original artwork in various media by local 
professional artists.  More than 80 works of art will be on exhibit and available for 
sale. No purchase is required, but you might find it hard to leave without taking home 
a bargain. To meet the minds behind the art, drop by the festive artist receptions on 
November 13 and December 11, from 6-9 p.m., to enjoy light refreshments and the 
opportunity to chat with talented artists. 

Enjoy affordable, original artwork in various media by local professional artists.  More 
than 80 works of art will be on exhibit and available for sale. No purchase is required, 
but you might find it hard to leave without taking home a bargain. To meet the minds 
behind the art, drop by the festive artist receptions on November 13 and December 
11, from 6-9 p.m., to enjoy light refreshments and the opportunity to chat with talented 
artists. 

Phoenix Artists Guild (PAG) is an organization established more than three decades 
ago to encourage the appreciation of fine arts; to promote ethical principles and 
practices of original art; to promote educational programs in fine arts; and to promote 
camaraderie, cooperation and encouragement among artists at all skill levels.  To 
learn more about PAG, visit www.phoenixartistsguild.com.  

Gallery Glendale at Westgate, located between Crave Waffle Sandwich Creations 
and Mama Gina's Pizzeria, is made possible through a partnership between the city of 
Glendale and Westgate Entertainment District. Admission to Gallery Glendale is free 
and open to the public. For more information, call 623-930-3557, email 
Mvahabzadeh@glendaleaz.com or visit www.glendaleaz.com/galleryglendale.  For 
information about Westgate Entertainment District, visit www.westgateaz.com.

View a Slide Show of the 
Rose Lane Aquatics 
Center here!
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